
 

 

HELP US PROVIDE BASIC NECESSITIES FOR STUDENTS IN NEED IN OUR SCHOOLS 

Did you know that 32% of children in Boone County Schools are considered to be living in poverty, 

and that 1% of those children are homeless?  You can help provide these children with basic items 

like clothing, personal hygiene items, food, and cleaning supplies by donating to the Boone 

County Schools’ FRYSC at Gray Middle School.  

What is the FRYSC?  The Boone County Schools’ Family Resource and Youth Services Center 

assists children in our schools with basic needs items.  In these tough economic times, the FRYSC 

is struggling to provide the help our students need to assure they are ready to learn when they get 

to school.   

The Board has started a district-wide initiative which aims to help keep the FRYSC stocked so it can 

provide for our students in need.  THE ITEMS MUST BE NEW.  Each month, we will ask for spe-

cific items to be donated.  Personal hygiene and cleaning supplies are always needed.  We 

will post each month’s item request on the Infinite Campus Portal, as well as in the Gator Ga-

zette.  Simply send the item to school with your student (there will be a permanent donation 

box in the front lobby of the school) or drop off the item in the main office.  We will make sure your 

donation gets to the FRYSC.  If you have any questions, please email Kara Nixon at ka-

ra.nixon@boone.kyschools.us 

Family Resource & Youth Services Center 

April Items Needed 

Deodorant 

Hair brushes 

Kids Socks/Underwear  
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Boone County Schools Family Resource and Youth 

Services Center 
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Invites You to Attend 

PARENT ORIENTATION NIGHT 
INFORMATION FOR ALL INCOMING 

6TH GRADE PARENTS 

GRAY MIDDLE SCHOOL GYM 

10400 U.S. 42/ 859-384-5333 

Program Information: 

In August your child is invited to attend our 6
th
 Grade Orientation.  The students will 

participate in various activities that will help them acclimate to the building. Also, in 

August, your family is invited to attend one of our Gatoramas to pay fees, pick up 

schedule, and tour the building.  

      GR Y MIDDLE SCHOOL  

WHEN: Monday, April 24, 2016 

WHO: Parents (This evening is geared towards parents, however, students are able to attend) 

WHERE:   Gray Middle School Gym 

TIME: 6:30—8:00 PM 

 Administrative and Counseling Personnel 

 Middle School Curriculum/Daily Schedule 

 Choir/Band Courses/Advanced Math Requirements 

 Dress Code/Attendance and Discipline Policy 

 Extracurricular/After School Programs 

 ILP Plans/Special Education Programs/504’s 

 State/Star Testing 

 Infinite Campus Parent Portal/Teacher Websites 

 Registration process 

 



SBDM Election Day and Times: 

Monday, April 24, 2017 

Location: Front Main Lobby of GMS 

7:15– 8:15 a.m. 

2:15—3:30 p.m. 

5:30—6:30 p.m. 

SBDM Bios: 
Thank you to those who submitted their bio for the SBDM election.  The nominees for 
the 2017-2018 school year are David Clark, Karen Hargett, LeeAnn Magee, and 
Ronald Yates.  Please take the time to read the bios and please make the time to 
vote for two of these nominees.   

 

LeeAnn Magee 

2017-18 SBDM Nominee 

I would like to run for Gray Middle School SBDM Council for the 2017-18 school year because I enjoy being 
involved with my child's school and being able to help with decisions that impact our students on a daily ba-
sis. I have helped out at Gray Middle School this prior year by being Vice President of Ways and means on 
the PTSA. Prior years I was also involved at Burlington Elementary School as Vice President of Ways and 
Means from years 2011-2016. I've also spent numerous hours volunteering at both schools which I believe 
has given me time to speak with parents and teachers about what is important to them regarding their chil-
dren's academics. I feel that I can represent the parents side of matters involving the decisions made in our 
school. 

 

Ronald Yates 

My name is Ronald Yates, and I am interested in serving on the Gray Middle School SBDM Council for the 
2017-2018 school year.  I have been a math teacher for over 20 years, at the secondary and post-secondary 
levels, and I am passionate about our students receiving the best educational experience that we can pro-
vide.  I have been fortunate to have the experience of serving as a parent representative on the SBDM 
Council during the last two school years, and during this time I learned a great deal about the function and 
role of the group, and the positive impact that it can have.  I will have an 8th grader at GMS during the 2017-
2018 school year, and I would very much like to continue to help in making decisions that contribute to the 
betterment of the school, and are in the best interests of our students. 

 



SBDM Bios cont. 

Karen Hargett 

Hello. My name is Karen Hargett and I am interested in serving as one of your parent representatives on the 
GMS SBDM Council for the 2017-18 school year. I served as a parent rep on New Haven Elementary’s SBDM 
Council for the past two year.  I am running for parent representative for Gray’s SBDM Council so that I may 
continue to be a part of the team that improves education for our children. My focus and passion has always 
been on how we can best meet the needs to improve educational outcomes for ALL students.  

 

My family has lived in the Richwood area for 12 years where my children have had the extraordinary oppor-
tunity to benefit from the Boone County School System. We have been blessed with wonderful teachers, car-
ing administrators and an open learning environment. However, I believe we can only get better if we contin-
ue to ask questions, engage our parents, students and community, and refuse to settle for status quo. We 
challenge our students to have a growth mindset and I believe we must do the same. I will listen and advo-
cate for the best interests of our ever growing and diverse student needs.  

 

Personal Bio: 

I have been married to my husband, Danny, for 18 years. We have two children. My daughter, Lainey, is a 
fourth grader at New Haven Elementary and my son, Ross, is a sixth grader at Gray.  I have a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Centre College. Currently, I am an HR Consultant working with various companies includ-
ing Toyota and Just Energy.  I have 20 years’ experience in all aspects of human resources management in-
cluding training and development, compensation and benefits, recruiting, employee relations, performance 
management and change management. I have served on the Advisory Board of Second Act, for Senior Ser-
vices of Northern Kentucky and have assisted high school students with resume writing and interview skills. 
My children and I attend the Union Campus of First Church. Our family enjoys hiking, playing nerdy board 
games and watching the kids shoot on the New Haven and Gray archery teams.   

 

Volunteer Experience: 
I served on the New Haven Elementary SBDM Council for the past two years. I am very active in the New 
Haven PTA where I served on the Executive Board as Secretary, responsible for the weekly emessage; web-
site and facebook page. I also attended the KYPTA state conference. In addition, I have coordinated and fa-
cilitated the Junior Achievement program, served on the appropriations committee, and assisted with multi-
ple fundraisers and programs. I have also been on various SBDM sub committees.  I am the assistant coach 
for both of my children’s FIRST Lego League teams.  
 

In 2014, I graduated from the Governor’s Commonwealth Institute for Parent Leadership (GCIPL). This mul-
ti day training program is designed to engage and educate parents and community members to be strong and 
effective leaders in Kentucky schools. As part of my project, I coordinated a PT3, which brings parents and 
teachers together to brainstorm needs and goals for our school.  

 

I hope you will allow me the honor to serve as your parent representative for the Gray Middle School SBDM.  
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.  Thank you for your consideration!  

 

 

 



SBDM Bios cont. 

David Clark 

 I am David Clark and I would like to be on the Gray Middle School Site Based Decision Mak-

ing council.  I am a licensed professional engineer and have my Masters Degrees in Civil Engineer-

ing and Business Administration.  As a native Kentuckian, I attended all of my Primary, Secondary, 

and Post-Secondary school (except my MBA) in the Kentucky school system, so I am familiar with 

the overall educational program. 

 My family and I moved to Boone County in 2012 after time in both Florida and Indiana.  I be-

lieve that the education that my children are receiving in our district exceeds that of both of the pre-

vious states of residence.  I have appeared on television discussing several educational issues 

throughout the years, including a recent interview concerning the adjustment of the grading scale 

though the Boone County School system.  At present, I have a daughter that attended both New 

Haven Elementary and Gray Middle, and is completing her freshman year at Ryle High School.  Ad-

ditionally, I have a son at Gray that is completing his sixth grade year now, and another daughter 

finishing her fourth grade year at New Haven Elementary.  After nearly five years observing educa-

tion in Boone County first hand, I would like to give back to the community by serving on the SBDM 

council at Gray Middle School to provide further insight into the topics discussed from a parental 

standpoint. 

 In my profession, I work as a Director for CSX Transportation in the engineering department.  

I oversee bidding and construction of large transportation projects in the region.  I currently manage 

four engineers with project portfolios exceeding $30 million per year.  In previous positions, my pri-

mary job was writing and interpreting standards and training materials at a corporate level; I addi-

tionally managed the administrative needs of approximately 650 employees and its large payroll 

and expense budget.  I have worked with difficult corporate standards for accounting and with multi-

ple state and local governments in reimbursable project accounting. 

Accordingly, I will bring over 20 years of management, training, and budgetary experience to 

the SBDM council if elected.  I would very much like to help propel Gray Middle School forward on 

its momentum over recent years.  Finally, I believe that I can help provide parental oversite that it 

necessary to complete the SBDM triangular model of administrative, teacher, and parental support 

of the council. 

Thank you for your consideration. 



 
 
 GMS PTSA News 

8th Grade Dance Information 

Passport to Paris 

Saturday, May 6, 2017  7-10 p.m. 

Dear Parents/Guardians of Eighth Grade Students: 

The 8th grade dance committee is working towards a memorable evening for the 8th grade stu-

dents and their last dance at Gray Middle School.   The dance will take place May 6, 2017 from 7 

p.m. – 10 p.m. at the school.  The theme this year is “Passport to Paris” ~ Dance the night away 

in the City of Lights.    

Tickets will be sold the week before Spring Break on the days of April 4th-April 7th for $10 each 

during lunch.  This gives us a good idea of approximately how many students we need to prepare 

for the night of the dance.  There will be finger foods, drinks, dancing and a photo booth for a 

night of fun. 

We will be sending out a Sign Up Genius on April 5th asking for various donations and those who 

can help decorate and/or chaperone for this event.  We depend on volunteers to help make this a 

successful and memorable event.  

Please be aware of the following guidelines: 

Eligibility: Students must be in good standing both academically and behaviorally in order to at-

tend.  Mr. Novak will make the final determination on attendance. 

Attendance:  Students must be present at school the ENTIRE day, Friday, May 5th, before the 

dance in order to attend. 

Dress Code:  No tuxedos, jeans or shorts.  All dresses must have straps (clear straps are permis-

sible) and cannot be floor length. 

Outside Guests: Students in good standing may invite one guest from outside of Gray Middle 

School. The guest must be in 8th or 9th grade.  The principal of the guest's school must sign a 

form stating that the student is in good standing.  Forms will be available in the front office at 

GMS.  The GMS student is responsible for their guests behavior. 

NO LIMOUSINES 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Woolf at 

michelle.woolfptsa@yahoo.com or Heather Tombragel, 8th grade teacher at 

heather.tombragel@boone.kyachools.us.   

 



 
 
 

GMS PTSA News 

Open PTSA Board Positions for the 2017-2018 School Year:  

 

The GMS PTSA needs you!  

Volunteerism is the key to a successful PTSA.  It takes many parents, teach-

ers and students working together on a clear and common goal to make a 

great school like GMS.  The PTSA brings everyone together, working toward 

our goals.   

Please consider a leadership role with the GMS PTSA. 

 

Due to board members moving on to the high school level, or a move out of 

state, these positions are available.  If interested, please contact Michelle 

Woolf at michelle.woolfptsa@yahoo.com.  With a few months left in the 

school year, the sooner these can be filled, the easier the transition.   

 

President:  A neutral voice who acts as primary contact between the parents, 

students and school administrators.  

 

VP Ways and Means Dance Socials:  Organizes 4-6 dances/skate night so-

cials to support student interaction and provide funding opportunities for 

groups.  

 

Concessions:  Oversees the sale of refreshments for all dance social events.  

 

Membership:  Conducts membership drives (beginning of the year) to gain 

parents, teacher and student representation.   

mailto:michelle.woolfptsa@yahoo.com


 
 
 

GMS PTSA News 

Reality Day 2017 for 8th Grade Students - Adult Volunteers Needed 

 

Reality Day will be held on Thursday, April 20
th

 from 9:15 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. 
 

 

Reality Day is sponsored by the GMS 8th grade Social Studies teachers, the GMS PTSA and Boone County 4-H. It 

gives our 8th graders a comfortable view of financial management and a little glimpse of what adult responsibility 

is, in the "real world". Students are given a personal scenario to which they must respond and will visit "places of 

business" for solutions to their scenario and consultation. 

  

Adult volunteers are needed to provide consultation and help make this day a success. Real-to-life banking, 

housing, insurance, transportation, utilities, etc. will be our platform and we need parents to lead the kiddos 

through the decision processes associated with each area of focus.  

  

You do not need to be an expert in any particular area to volunteer, a script will be provided. Parents with children 

in all grades are encouraged to volunteer.  A light lunch will be provided for our volunteers or you may bring a 

lunch.  

  

If you are available to volunteer from 9:15 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., please click here on the sign up genius link and pick 

your “business”. http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f49aca92da5fa7-reality.  Because we are transitioning the 

entire 8th grade through this process in a very short amount of time, we are reluctant to offer shifts because it dis-

rupts the process and we must assure every "business" is attended the entire time. 

  

On behalf of everyone involved, we thank you ahead of time for your support of the GMS Reality Day program. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f49aca92da5fa7-reality


 

GMS PTSA NEWS  

 

Kroger Community Rewards 

Is your family enrolled in the Kroger Plus Card Savings Program?   
Did you know that if you link your Kroger Card to Gray Middle School, we get a percentage of what you spend to 

help with improvements at the school? Currently we have 93 families enrolled and so far we have earned $4,645 

this school year.  We have approximately 775 families in GMS.  Just think how much more money we could earn 

for the students and the school if we could get at least half of our families to sign up!!  It's easy to enroll!!! Please 

sign up today!!!   

 

GREAT NEWS!!!  
 
You no longer have to re-enroll your Kroger Plus Card to support Gray Middle School.  This is no longer 
required and donations will continue to be forwarded.   

 
If you are not already contributing to an organization, or wish to change, please consider signing up to 
contribute to Gray Middle School.  Every little bit helps and it's such an easy way to earn money for our 
school.  Please sign up today and get your Kroger Plus Card linked to GRAY MIDDLE SCHOOL!!   

www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 

. . . Does this affect my fuel rewards points? 

No points you earn for fuel discounts are not affected nor do they go away if you participate in this pro-

gram. 

. . . How do customers sign up for Kroger Community Rewards? 

Customers enroll online at www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  Customers must have a valid Plus 

Card account and an online account. It’s easy to start a free online account at www.kroger.com.  

 

 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
http://www.kroger.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GMS 7th grade students gifted in GI were invited to go to Maker Space. 
They used the Adobe Illustrator to create their own fliers.  

Maker Space Field Trip 

Gray Middle School Dances/Socials 

2016-2017 

 

 April 28 Dance/Social (5th-7th) 

 May 6   8th Grade Dance  



 
 
 

GMS Drama News 

Gray Middle School is proud to present Meredith Willson’s The Music Man, 
Jr featuring all the excitement, Iowa stubbornness, Well’s Fargo Wagon, Sev-

enty Six Trombones, and all the great tunes from this musical theatre clas-
sic! The cast and crew have outdone themselves and hope to see you at the 

show! Presale tickets are available through Mrs. Barton and forms can be 
accessed on the GMS website. Tickets will also be sold at the door. 



8th Grade Chicago News 

 

 

 

 

Hello 8th Grade parents: 

The 8th Grade is off to the Windy City!   The 8th grade trip to Chicago 

is scheduled for April 27-29.  233 students and 69 adults will charter 

6 busses for a three day, two night stay in Chicago!  We are well on 

our way to finalizing all the plans.   Field trip permission forms were 

sent home with students this week.  They are due on March 

29th.  This packet contains all information related to the trip. If pre-

scription medicines are required, the medical form must be signed 

by a doctor and turned in by March 29th. All medicines should be 

sent to school by April 24th. 

 

The students and chaperones will visit the Navy Pier, Shedd Aquari-

um, The Field Museum and Willis Tower.  We will also take in a Blue 

Man performance and have dinner at Medieval Times and try some 

deep dish Chicago style pizza. We hope to have a safe and education-

al fun filled trip!!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The World Maker and Inventor Expo April 29th, 2017  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The World Maker & Inventor Expo is a celebration of making, inventing, prob-
lem solving and innovation with robotics, 3D printing, drones, aerospace, cod-

ing, micro-computing, CSI, Arduino, graphic design, engineering and much 
more.  The family-friendly expo will feature projects and programs from over 100 

schools, universities, companies, and organizations in the greater Cincinnati-
northern Kentucky regions.  Enjoy workshops and competitions, including 

drone relays, 3D design, outlaw derby races, as well as delicious pies, fries, ka-
bobs, sandwiches, waffles and shaved ice from area food trucks!  

 

Any student who presents or competes will re-

ceive free entrance.  Teachers - show your 

school ID at the door for free entrance. 

 

 

APRIL 29TH, 2017 
10:00-3:00 

BOONE COUNTY 
HIGH SCHOOL 
FLORENCE, KY 



GMS presents the first annual  

Ms. Ives’ PBL class and Ms. Croft’s ELA class have teamed up this year to provide their 

students the opportunity to partake in the 20% Project. This is a project-based-learning ex-

perience that had the kids spend 20% of their time here at school finding a need in the 

community where they could make an impact by giving back. Once their project was fin-

ished, they prepared a speech to share their experience with you! Please join us on May 2nd 

and May 4th from 5 PM to 6:30 PM or 7:15 PM to 8:45 PM to explore the amazing work 

these students have created. If the idea of 6th graders giving back to the community 

doesn’t entice you, a few of our featured projects will! 

: Brooklynn Richardson and Emily Mahaney started a language club to 

teach new languages to students in a fun setting.  

: Payton Hensley, Morgan Chuck, and Lily Stephens went to a nursing 

home to teach elders how to use Facebook so they could communicate with their families 

more.   

: Riley Harber and Dylan Davis provided a free 

basketball camp to teach the basics of basketball to children who could not afford camps. 

: Kaitlyn Southwick held a game night to fundraise money to pub-

lish a cookbook with hometown recipes for anyone in Union who enjoys cooking. 

 

May 2nd and May 4th 

5:00 - 6:30 PM & 7:15 – 8:45 PM 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pizza & Pages News

 
 Pizza & Pages has met successfully for the past six months. Each meeting has had a turnout of 25+ 

members. The Boone County Library is the real sponsor of this fun club.  They provide the pizza, re-

sources, activities, and an expert from the Scheben branch, Mrs. Bach. It is always a relaxed and enjoy-

able time.  Students are able to hear and share information on some great books. 

Remaining dates: 

April 18th and May 16th  

Where:  Rooms 105 and 107 

Time:  2:45 - 3:45 

Go to google.classroom to join. 

Code: 3f5mg1 

Kindness Club  

We spread our wings to spread kindness 

Meets:  

April 6th, and May 4 

Time: 2:45 to 3:45 

Where: Room 105 

Are you interested in participating?  Mark your calendar and click on this link to sign up. 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/LVe79mBec9SB8tgj1


Gray Middle School Student Council 
 

Pennies for Patients 2017 
 

The GMS Student Council sponsored The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Pennies 
for Patients Fundraiser and raised over $1100 to help children in the area with 
cancer.   
 
Pennies Pizza Party Raffle Winners will be announced in April; please check the 
May Gator Gazette!  
 
Please contact Mrs. Sturdivant at ronda.sturdivant@boone.kyschools.us if you 
are interested in Student Council or would like to help the Student Council Mem-
bers with Pennies for Patients.  Please sign up for the REMIND texts by texting 
the message @gms-sc to 81010. 
 
Student Council Members Gracie Lehmkuhl, Claire Bennett, Manuel Garcia, Dan-
iel Bailey, & Tanner Lorms counted Pennies for Patients money.  
 

mailto:ronda.sturdivant@boone.kyschools.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GMS Student Advisory Group  

The Student Advisory Group is made up of 7 students who applied 
and were selected to be part of this unique group.  As an advisory 
group to the principal, the group meets twice per month to discuss 
issues affecting the school.  Its purpose is to allow students an op-
portunity to share with the building leaders their position on ways to 
improve the school.  Members include:  Brianna Schierberg, Gemma 
Sanders, Kristin Phillips, Kyra Isbell, Landen Huey, Serenity Tolliver, 
and Trevor Mullins.  

GMS Speech Team News 

The Gray Middle School Speech Team participated in KHSSL Junior 
State Speech Competition this 
weekend at UK.  Brooke Yates 
was a semifinalist and was 11th 
overall in Storytelling, Brooke 
Yates and Alyssa Oertel were 
semifinalists and were 13th over-
all in Improvisational Duo, and 
Nick Kahmann was a semifinalist 
and was 11th overall in Impromp-
tu speaking.  The team overall 
won a School of Distinction hon-
or for the tournament.   

 

Congratulations GMS Speech Team! 



SCHOLASTIC ART & WRITING NATIONAL AWARD 

WINNERS 
We are pleased to announce that the following students have earned National Medals in the  2017 Scholas-

tic Art & Writing Awards presented by the Alliance for Young Artists & Writers. Jasmine Mogadam, Krupa 

Hegde and Bella Funk ‘s work was selected by creative professionals as the most accomplished in the na-

tion. This year, more than 330,000 works of art and writing were submitted. Less than 1% were recognized 

at the national level. Students receiving top Awards have been invited to attend a ceremony at the world-

famous Carnegie Hall on June 8 and to participate in showcase events at Parsons School for Design at The 

New School and Pratt Institute’s Pratt Manhattan Gallery in New York City. We’re proud to have these stu-

dents represent our school in this year’s Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. 
 

Jasmine Mogadam read part of her Gold Key poetry as an American Voice nominee & Gold Key Regional 

winner. She also won two Regional Silver Keys for her short stories.  

 

Bella Funk read an excerpt from her personal essay about her grandfather at Pearl Harbor; she won both a 

Regional Gold Key & a National Gold Medal.  

 

Krupa Hegde won a Regional Gold Key and a National Silver Medal for her flash fiction about a runaway 

slave.  

 

Kate Grayson and Claire Bennett were also recognized for their Silver Key Awards.  

 

Great job, girls! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pictured above after the Scholastic Awards Ceremony are: Jas-

mine Mogadam, Krupa Hegde, Bella Funk, and Mrs. Sturdivant. 



SCHOLASTIC ART & WRITING WINNING PIECES  

Excerpt from Bella Funk’s Scholastic National Gold Medal Personal Essay, “December 7th: A Boy At War 

& A Day of Death.” 

~~~ 

It was 0827 AM when I proceeded to make my way up to the battle stations with the anti-aircraft 
battery and machine guns. I could feel numerous explosions hit as the ship shook from beneath 
me. You could hear several distant explosions from ships around the area going off. I made my 
way to the second aft where the Major was ordering everyone there to leave. Me along with a few 
others were the last to leave the aft trying to make sure everyone had evacuated. I followed the 
Major down the port side of the tripod mast. The railings, as we ascended, were very hot and as we 
reached the boat deck I noted that it was torn up and burned. That’s when we came upon bodies of 
the dead. Men burned alive, crushed, and destroyed. Other men who were severely burnt were try-
ing to head for the quarterdeck only to give up either dying or being badly injured. 
 

We were making our way to the starboard when another bomb hit us. I was taken back from the 
impact of the blast where I had fallen at least ten feet or so. My arm was badly wounded and I 
could feel blood coming from my head making me nauseous. My ears were ringing and I looked up 
to see fire everywhere. I couldn't breathe. The situation became more and more hopeless. My right 
arm was broken and had a huge gash. I could feel a few of my ribs now broken as everything in my 
body felt extremely excruciating.  
 

The air was too thick of smoke and the fires were colossal and impassable to get through without 
being scorched to death. After that I just saw bodies. People were dead and I couldn't save them.  

~~~ 
 

We threw a life raft overboard and got on it. The ship was so low at this time that we could just step 
right onto the life raft. We realized that there were no paddles so we started swimming ashore for 
Ford Island. The oil was thick on the water and some of the water was on fire. We were lucky 
where we entered that there wasn't any fire. While swimming towards the shore I heard some guys 
hollering. They were giving up and going down. As I turned around to see them a big wave of water 
hit me in the face and oil and water got into my mouth. I swallowed. It was already hard enough for 
me to swim with an injured arm. My stomach was aching and my legs were barely able to kick. I 
didn't want to be one of the men to give up and wait to die. I couldn't after all. I had to see my baby 
girl and my wife again. I've got to see my girls before I leave this world. I promised I'd come back 
okay. Jean. If I don’t make it, I love you. Take care of our daughter for me.  
 
When we swam past a dredging line we realized we could wade on in from there. When we got on 
shore we got under a palm tree and used the leaves to wipe the oil from our faces and eyes. At 
that time I was also sick to my stomach from the oil I had swallowed. The first wave of bombing had 
stopped. A truck drove by and picked us up and took us to a local hospital site. My arm was in a lot 
of pain by then and I could barely move it. Bruise, scraped, and bleeding I was finally off of that 
ship. I could feel tears starting to trickle down my face as I prayed to the Lord for saving me. I knew 
I wasn't completely safe, but I was more safe than I was on that ship. I laid down in the back of that 
truck and closed my eyes and just prayed. Thanked God for me still being alive. After that I passed 
out.  
 

 



SCHOLASTIC ART & WRITING WINNING PIECES cont. 

Night 10” is a Flash Fiction story by Krupa Hegde that won both a Scholastic Regional Golden Key Award 

and a Scholastic National Silver Medal Award.  

                                                                                     Night 10  
It was night 10 on the run. The 10th night I had spent away from a hearth, from a bed, from ma. The 10th 
night I had been away from a blanket. Most importantly, it was the 10th night away from her. Away from her 
glistening hands that tugged at every move I made. Away from her glossy voice that whispered with each 
step I took, each breath I expired. It was night 10 without her. 
 
I could see the outline of his face from the dim light the fire provided as we sat on opposites sides of the 
burning logs. He was the reason I was running, no one else would do this. His hands, coarsed from the 
hours of labor, placed a delicate twig in the ashes. Turning to face me, the whites of his eyes narrowed as if 
he was a predator, I was his prey. Burying my head into the cloth that Emanuel had given, I attempted to 
hide away from my surroundings. A fruitless endeavour. Every labored breath took extreme effort. My hair 
fell around my face as a barrier from the frosty wind that nipped at every piece of fabric that lay on my body. 
My mind was tired, my body was tired, my soul was tired. 
 
“We told you this wouldn’t be easy.” His words broke the veil of silence that enveloped us. The only thing I 
could do was nod in response, my lips wouldn’t move in fear of the cold consuming me. 
 
I went back to the day he said those words. The day that ma called me in from the fields and told me about 
him. She told me how he used to be just like me, a worker, a worker with dreams. She told me that I could 
grow up to be him. I could learn to read and write, and become a schoolteacher. My greatest imaginations 
could come true. One catch, I just had to leave her. I remember how my breath hitched, and how I was una-
ble to speak, for the fact of leaving her was too much for me to handle. She was all I had ever known. The 
elders always said, “If you were born with her, you die with her.” I had presumed that the ancient proverb 
would apply to me. Then he came. He came and spoke in a language I did not comprehend. He spoke of 
lands that had roads, large buildings, riches. And he spoke of one more word, a word that I did not know, 
but a word that could feel in every inch of my body. A word I could not utter yet, for there were people that 
would kill me for it. Yet I would think this word each day until the night he came once again. The night ma 
wrapped me up in bundles of cloth and sent me with him. I remember the tears in her eyes, yet she uttered 
that these were “happy tears.” Oh how I cried that night, for I missed my ma. 
“It’s  time to go.” His thundering voice disrupted my thoughts. “You ain’t thinkin about running back are you? 
‘Cause we ain’t got time for stags like you.” He steadily got up and brushed off the flecks of dirt that spotted 
his clothing. Starting to turn away, his boots begun to crunch, but just as lightning strikes suddenly, he pivot-
ed to face me, and offered his outstretched hand. 
 
I could go back now. I could run back to Savannah, into ma’s arms. She would squeeze me tight and kiss 
me all over. She would bandage these wounds that lay scattered across my limbs and give me all her love 
and devotion. However, ma would be disappointed, because I would still be with her. I would still see her 
every day in every nook I looked. She would be there in every breath I took. Her voice would still whisper, 
her hands would still gnaw at my stomach. 
 
I took his hand and stood up. For I was going to utter that word. I going to yell that word for all to hear. I 
would yell so loud that ma and Emanuel in Savannah would rejoice. They would know I made it. I walked 
on, holding his hand firmly. For I was leaving her and going with him. I was running from captivity and head-
ing to freedom. 
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GMS Academic Team News 

 Governor’ s Cup 
The GMS Academic team traveled to Louisville in mid March where the 

Quick Recall team was eliminated in 3 rounds (we had to play the eventual 
1st place team in our second match!), but 2 of the students did very well 
on the individual assessments. Mina Ryumae was 3rd place in the state in 
Math, and Krupa Hegde was 2nd place in the state in Language Arts. They 
worked hard to get to this level, and we should all be proud of their huge 

accomplishment! 

 

 

Pictured below: Krupa Hegde 

and Mina Ryumae 

Pictured above: Mrs. Marqua, Krupa Hegde, Mina Ryumae, John Dumancic, Nik 

Dumancic, Hayden Caldwell, Grace Chan, Tate Judge, Kioni Bush and Mrs. Bailie  



 
Spanish Field Trip, March 3, 2017 

The Spanish 1 class at Gray went 

to Ryle HS to experience an hour 

of Spanish culture. The field trip 

began with a singing session. We 

sang along to classic Spanish 

songs, such as “Guantanamera” 

and “La bamba”. Then, we began 

a Cuban salsa dance class taught 

by “Bembe Cincinnati”. We 

learned basic steps and had lots 

of fun dancing to Latin American 

music.  

This field trip enabled our class to learn more about the culture of Spanish-speaking 

countries and gave us the opportunity to learn outside the classroom. It was an amaz-

ing learning experience! 

By Krupa Hegde 

Student Showcase February 17th 
Last month, on February 17th the Spanish 1 class participated in the annual student 

showcase.  The purpose of this event is showcase to the parents and community all 

the amazing things our stu-

dents are doing here at 

Gray MS.  

At this event the Spanish 1 

class showcased academic 

work that they have pro-

duced in class, a project 

about ancient civilizations: 

Pre-Columbian, Aztec, Ma-

ya, and Inca. Most projects 

were artifacts and students 

bought them to the event. 



 
 
 

 

 
Wow…what a great “What’s So Cool About Manufacturing 
Video Contest” award ceremony! Over 400 were at the 
event at NKU. Courtis Fuller was a fantastic MC and we 
even made it on Channel 5 news! 

  

Over 9,000 votes were cast which means over 9,000 
viewed these videos locally and across the ocean thanks 
to our international companies spreading the word!  

 

Outstanding Program Award: Gray Middle School & 
BOSCH AS 

What’s So Cool About Manufacturing 

Trout in the Classroom Club News 

Hello from the Trout in the Classroom Club 

Our fish continue to grow at an astounding rate.  Some are larger 

than the fish last year when we released them.  The students have 

been doing water changes once a week but at the rate they are 

growing we may need to change out the water twice a week.   

The fish can jump so high that they can actually jump out of the 

tank so we have to watch them during the day.   

We plan to release the fish May 6th into the Big Bone Creek.  The organization Trout Un-

limited will be coming up from Lexington to assist in the release and give a lesson on Fly 

Fishing this day.  Our plan is to meet at school and caravan to the park with our trout.  

Our next meeting is April 24th to discuss the release plans for that day.    

Hope to have some great pictures to share of our release.   

Ms. Kidd   



 
 
 

 

 
On Tuesday, March 7th, the Gray Middle School Bands participated in the Northern Ken-
tucky Concert Band Assessment at NKU.  Both the 7th Grade Band and the 8th Grade 
Band received a rating of Distinguished; the highest rating possible at the event.  In addi-
tion, the 8th Grade Advanced Band was named an EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE GROUP 
by the judges at the event.   The judges choose one or two middle school bands whose 
performance are the most outstanding of the 3 day event to receive this designa-
tion.  The Advanced Band was chosen for the third consecutive year to receive this hon-
or.  

In the wings: 

Band members will present a concert of student led chamber music on April 6th at 7:00 
in the GMS Cafeteria.  We look forward performances by members of the 6th, 7th and 8th 
grade students playing solos, duets and in small ensembles.    

 

 
 

GMS Band News 



 
 
 

GMS 6th Grade Senior Sidekicks 

The 6th Grade Senior Sidekicks went on our 2nd trip to Elmcroft Senior Living Facility.  The students are 
getting to know the residents and making sweet connections with them.  Today the students read books 
to the residents, participated in a discussion with the Boone County library representative that brings 
books for the residents, and did an intergenerational activity (tracing the residents hands and talking 
about the residents 5 most important memories in their life).  The students can’t wait to go back each 
week and are already making plans for next week.  In our reflection they all enjoyed different aspects of 
the visit. 

“I hope we go back soon, I really like going to see the dog and residents I love going.” 

“I liked reading to them, it was fun” 

“My favorite activity is tracing the hand.”  

“We can talk to the residents they can tell us their history.” 



 
 
 

Gray Archery took 1st place at the GMS 3D tournament. 

Nick Kahmann took 2nd place middle school male. 

 

Middle school female awards went to Gray Archery: 

Ally Engle took 1st place, Allie Behan took 2nd place, Gemma Sanders 
took 3rd place. 

Congratulations Archers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GMS ARCHERY NEWS 

GMS Archery shot a qualifying score at State Tournament moving 
them forward to Nationals in May. They rank 13th in the state. 

 

GMS 3D Archery Team took 4th place at the IBO State Tournament 
and move forward to Nationals in May. This is the 1st year for 

Grays 3D team. Well done archers. 



 

 

 

2017 Ryle Boys Basketball Camp 
 June 12-15, 2017 

 9:00 AM—4:00 PM daily 

 Any boy or girl entering grades 1 through 9 

 Cost: $120 before June 1, $130 after June 1 and walk-ups (if space available) 

 **Special Offer:  5 for $550 before June 1 (5 for $600 after June 1) 

 Family Rate: 1st child—full price; 2nd child—$10 off; 3rd child—$20 off 

 Includes: Lunch, Basketball, T-shirt, Fundamental Instruction, Team and Individual Competitions, and Awards 

 See Ryle High School’s website for more information and registration forms.  



 

PTSA meetings are held the second Monday of every month at 4:00 pm. 

 Exception: the months of October and March, the meeting will be held on the 3rd Monday.   

April PTSA meeting will be held on April 24, 2017 

SBDM meetings are held the second Monday of every month at 5:00 pm.  

Exception: The months of October, March and April the meeting will be held on the 3rd Monday. 

Important Dates 

3/29 End of Term 4 4/27-4/29 8th Grade Chicago Trip 

4/6 Band Concert 7:00 4/27 Non Chicago Super Bowl 

4/10-4/14 Spring Break 4/28 Non Chicago Potter’s Ranch 

4/20 8th grade Reality Store 5/6 8th Grade Dance 

4/21 & 4/22 Spring Musical— The Music Man, Jr.  5/9 Band Concert 6:30, 8:15 

4/24 5th Grade Parent Orientation 6:30 5/18 Choir Concert 

4/25 GMS Jazz Band 7:00 @ RHS 5/24 Last Day of School 

Students you can wear sweat pants on spirit days provided you wear a Gray, Ryle, 

or Cooper shirt OR you wear a blue, orange, or gray shirt with the sweat pants. 

March 31, 2017 

April 21, 2017 

April 28, 2017 

May  5 ,2017 

May 19, 2017 

June 2, 2017 (if in school ) 


